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This Week in NYC 


Greenwich Village Coffee House Assn 
sought concessions from Actors Equity who 
are demanding that union members who act 
in coffee house productions be paid the Off 
Broadway minimum of $45 per week. Group 
headed by David Gordon, Phase 2 owner, is 
willing to offer $15 per week, a hot meal 
nightly and coffee, At present most actors 
who appear in such productions make an av- 
erage of $5 plus audience contributions, 


Plays 


The Hostage moved to O'Neill , but 
must find new home by Jan 12... WestSide 
Story entered final week... Big Fish, Little 
Fish a new play by Hugh Wheeler will be 
presented Mar 12 by Lewis Allen-Ben Ed- 
wards, directed by John Gielgud, co-starr- 
ing Jason Robards, Jr, Hume Cronyn ... 
Come Blow Your Horn new play by Neil 
Simon tested this summer at Bucks County 
Playhouse, New Hope, Penn to be presented 
in Mar by Mike Ellis- William Hammerstein 
directed by Stanley Prager, starring Hal 
March...13 Daughters to be directed by Rod 
Alexander... Julia Jake and Uncle Joe to be 
directed by Richard Whorf, 


Players 


Luella Gear and William Redfield to 
be featured in Midgie Purvis... Jean Stap- 
leton signed for Rhinoceros, 


Award Dept 


1961 "Tony" Award Dinner of Amer- 
ican Theatre Wing slated for Apr 16 at 
Waldorf Astoria, 


Special Events 


NY Historial Society presenting an 
exhibition of NY theatre posters and photo- 
graphs of theatres and perfomrers of 1870- 
1880s, 


Theatre Book Notes 


The Gang's All Here published by 
World Publishing Co, and full text also 
appears in Nov "Theatre Arts," 


"A Hit,a Flop and A Preface" by 
William Gibson with texts of The Miracle 
Worker and Dinny and the Witches pub- 


lished by Antheneum ( $4. 50) 


Theatre Film Notes 


El Cid film version of classic now 
being made in Spain with Charleton Hes- 
ton and Sophie Loren, 


NYC Calendar 


Send Me No Flowers- Atkinson 12/5 
Courtney.Burr-Edward Spector Product - 
ions present new comedy by Norman Bar- 
asch- Carroll Moore, directed by James 
Dyas with David Wayne, Nany Olson, 


The Plough and the Stars-Phoenix 
12/6, Phoenix Theatre's second repert - 
ory program of season, revival of Sean 
O'Casey drama, directed by Stuart Vaughan 
with Gerry Jedd, Ray Reinhardt, Jenny 
Egan, 


Love and Libel- Beck 12/7, Theatre 
Guild-Don Herbert present new comedy by 
Robertson Davies, based on his own novel 
"Leaven of Malice" directed by Tyrone 
Guthrie with Dennis King. 


When I Was a Child- 41st St 12/8 
M,. Edgar Rosenblum-Arnold Tager pre- 
sent "an evening of theatre for adults 
about children" with stories from Sholom 
Aleichem, Shirley Jackson, Dylan Thomas, 
Virginia Woolf, Directed by Tager with 
George Bartenieff, Crystal Field, Robert 
Stattel 


Theatre TV Notes 


Dec 5 WNTA(NY) Play of the Week 
is Uncle Harry with Ray Walson, Betty 
Field,..Rain to be presented next season 
by NBC-TV...Bus Stop 60 minute adapt- 
ation by William Inge to be presented 
next season by ABC-TV...Our Town to 
be basis of weekly TV film series made 
by Filmasters, Inc... Moss Hart forced 
to bow out as host of CBS -TV Jan 15 
"The Gershwin Years," 


Shakespeare 


Laurence G Luckinbill and Kath- 
leen Widdoes to play title roles in NY 
Shakespeare Festival production of 
Romeo and Juliet which will tour NY 
high schools starting in Jan, 


Theatre Record Notes 


David Wayne to record title song of 
Send Me No Flowers by Will Lorin. 


Legal Dept 


American Creative Theatre product- 
ion of The Ithacan at Eleanor Gould Theatre 
165 Allen St was halted by NY Police Dept 
until performers appearing in showcase 
production got cabaret identity cards, 


Off Broadway 


Whisper to Me closed after 8 per- 
formances.,.Rosemary and The Alli- 
gator twin-bill now playing Sat 6 PM 
and 10 PM...Krapp's Last Tape and 
The Zoo Story twin bill now playing 
Sat at 7 30 PM and 10 30 PM, Sun at 
3 PM and 7 30 PM...The Mousetrap 
now giving Wed matinee instead of a 
Sun eve performance. 


Stewed Prunes revue which 
moved from Take 3 coffee house to 
midnight performances at Circle in 
Square opened Dec 5 at Showplace , 
146 W 4, nightclub presenting two 
shows nightly under new title of 
"Showplace Shenanigans."... New 
“improvised revue" of Premise to 
start New Year's Eve 1961 Any Way 
You Want It, 


The Summer Pygmies a new 
play by Gerald Marchette will be 
presented Dec 12 at Jan Hus staged 
by author with FrankValenza, Fran- 
ces Blaird, Robert Gentry... White 
Cargo revised and updated version 
of 1923 play will be presented Dec 
29 at Players staged by Roger Sull- 
ivan, with Jed Hudson... Twin- bill 
of Theatre '61 The American Dream 
and Bartley set for Dec 27... Mis- 
alliance revival to be presented in 
Jan by Philip Minor-Stuart Duncan 
directed by Minor with Donald Mof- 
fat, Frances Ingalls, Colette Wolff. 


Equity Library Theatre pre- 
senting The Torchbearers revival 
of George Kelly play Dec 6-10, and 
Detective Story Dec 16-20. 


Kathleen Murray returned to title 
role in Leave It to Jane...Chris Gam - 
pel, Nicholas Pryor and Eugene Wood 
featured in Borak,,. Caroline May, Drew 
Elliot added to Beautiful Dreamer... 
Todd Bolender to stage "Riding Hood 
Revisited" segment of Ballet Ballads. 


Gilbert and Sullivan Company 
unit set up by NY City Center od Drama 
and Music with Julius Rudel direct to 
present first three week season Jan 17- 
Feb 5, Repertory to include-- HMS 
Pinafore, The Mikado, The Pirates of 
Penzance, lIolanthe, Patience, Yeoman 
of Guard, Sun Jan 22 and 29 perform - 
ances will be at 1 and 5 30 PM, 


— 


DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


All the Way Home- Belasco 11/30. 5 pro and 2 con- 
News, World Telegram & Sun- filed on Tad Mosel's new 
play based on James Agee's novel " A Death in the Fam- 
ily" presented by Fred Coe- Arthur Cantor, directed by 
Arthur Penn with Colleen Dewhurst, Aline MacMahon, Lil - 
lian Gish, Arthur Hill, John Megna, All complimented un- 
iformly excellent cast and direction, with the dissenters 
fearing script had limited interest. Most of the affirm- 
ative voters had read the Pulitizer Prize novel and com- 
plimented Mosel for the brilliant way he adapted a diffi- 
cult book. Taubman, Times, applauded simple and search- 
ing play, staged with respect for its integrity, well played 
in every role,a play with a quiet compassion that one will 
remember long after some of the theatre's flashier sen- 
sations, Kerr,Herald Tribune, cheered oddly adventur- 
ously shaped play with its disturbing second act, many 
fine performances, sensitive staging, an experience for 
playgoers who also like risking something. Coleman , 
Mirror, approved of vivid and moving writing in play that 
has some comedy relief that often misses, but that inspite 
of its lesser moments still heralds the advent of a fine, 
sensitive new playwright. Watts, Post, raved about the 
striking play, somber and beautiful with admirable cast- 
ing and acting and staging. McClain, Journal American, 
rated play a four-hankerchief tear-jerker with one good 
act, one quite good and a final act which flounders and 
finally bogs down in a perfect production, directed with 
exceptional inventiveness, Negative voter Chapman , 
News, admired gentle and beautiful performance of Dew- 
hurst, many tenderly played human scenes, artfully played, 
but feared somehow he failed to respond to minor key play 
as he should, he kept a a distance wishing the characters 
would hurry up and get on with what they were doing. Aston, 
WTS, agreed acting, writing, directing, staging was brilliant 
but thought, alas, inspite of the dramatic riches involved not- 
thing was resolved at play's end. 


The Shepherd's Chameleon-De Lys 11/29 Matinee, 
Greater NY Chapter ANTA Matinee series third prod- 
uction this season featured new Ionesco one act play 
directed by David Brooks with Frank Groseclose, Philip 
Bruns, Uriel Luft and Gene Gross, portraying an on-stage 
Ionesco, Gelb, Times, and Aston, World Telegram & Sun 
enjoyed proceedings concerning the playwright's work 
for a 25 seat theatre, Former marked it as proof that 
Ionesco can write as incisively, be as self-critical, have 
as merry a time, and be as clearly understood as the next 
man, when it pleases him, Though Aston isn't quite sure 
who the author's prime target is, playwright did supply 
65 minutes of bracing foolery, well presented, In symp- 
osium following play Ionesco answered questions, he 
spoke in French with Rosamund Gilber translating, The 
author believes there should and can be many forms of 
theatre, While he believes in co-existence, the Brecht- 
ians do not, Ionesco defended a free theatre, one with a 
sense of humor and a feeling of lightness and gaiety. The 
opposite of a nation with a free theatre is a nation with 
concentration camps, Little, Herald Tribune, reported, 


Coffee House Circuit 


King Ubu-Harlequin Cafe-23 W 8 - recommended 
by Geib, Times as a fascinating theatre experience in- 
spite of the largely non-Equity cast and hard wooden 
seats. 1896 avant garde play by Albert Jarry is pre - 
sented and directed by Dadaist artist William Regelson 
-++Ready or Not - Phase 2- 302 Bleecker St, okayed 
by Krisher, World Telegram & Sun as a showcase with 
espresso of a group of eager, unpaid performers. Though 
some of the numbers could use a little more polish, there 
is a refreshing quality in seeing these embryo actors per- 
form and there is also the excitement of being in on some- 
thing new and uncommercial,. 


(( Late Digests-- Supplement )) 


INTER - 


VIEW 


ROBERT WEBBER, Period of Adjustment, panned 
most reviewers who are bemused by a pretty face, he told 
Herriige, Post. There can be a man next to her who really 
knows his craft, but they don't see him, When a male is 
noticed, it is often because he's a neurotic spreading him- 
self all over the stage. Actor sighed that NY critics were 
generally disappointed with Williams' comedy, With the 
theatre economics what they are today, even one poor 
notice can hurt. Webber feels it is up to a powerful paper 
like the Times to put the best equipped man possible on a 
job that can mean life or death for a play. 


HI-LITES 


EUGENE IONESCO does not think his plays show a 
contempt for the human mind and spirit, he told Fields , 
Mirror, Playwright feels only anger and sadness for those 
who will na use them with loyalty and truth, His plea is an 
anguished cry for understanding, for honest human commun_ 
ication, Failing that,at least the decency of silence, Ion- 
esco does not believe our daily mumblings and fumblings 
are the language of the heart. 


JUDITH MALINA, co-producer of Living Theatre , 
admitted that despite current success of The Connection 
the Off Broadway theatre needs help, sh » told Cleaves , 
World Telegram & Sun, It earns its weekly operating costs, 
but the lean years have left it in debt and money is needed 
to maintain the yepertory company and add new productions. 
Group is sponsoring membership drive seeking 1000 mem- 
bers at $15 per year. Admission to three productions and 
other events is provided for each member, 


JOAN PLOWRIGHT, Taste of Honey, marked the recent 
Actors Fund audience at the British play the finest it ever had, 
she told Little, Herald Tribune, The audience of 85% working 
actors laughed when they were supposed to laugh and when the 
acting said don't laugh they stopped at once, Such an audience, 
so sensitive and aware of everything being done ,can bring out 
the very finest performance one is capable of, or it can be 
dangerous if it is too much like a mutual admiration society. 


EILEEN HECKART, Invitation to a March, turned down 
star billing in her current play and in several past shows, she 
told Wahls, News, She does not think she is box-office and she 
joes not want the rsponsibilities a star must undertake, These 
include --lunches, interviews, benefits, and a hell of a lot of 
socializing. Instead she commutes nightly after her show to 
her husband and three children in New Canaan, Conn, 


ANNE BANCROFT, Miracle Worker, thinks she made an 
error in her career by staying in Hollywood for six years to 
make B pictures, she told McManus, World Telegram & Sun. 
Still learning from every experience, actress has realized 
that it isn't always possible to give the greatest performance 
every night. Some nights you are equal to it, some nights you 
are not . Her professional goal is simply to keep improving 
as an actress. She leaves her current show in Jan to make 
film version of the play. 


— 


GREEN 
ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


DISSENT ON CONSENT... Failure of the dramatization of 
Advise and Consent to receive exclusively rave notices 
must have upset Allen Drury, surmises Watts, Post, In 
a furious letter to NY Times Drury wrote that certain 
reviewers chose to abandon their responsibilities as 
critics to indulge in irresponsible two-bit political dia- 
tribes against the play, a drama which Post critic lab- 
eled as an irresponsible political diatribe itself. Watts 
was somehow not surprised that the ads reprinting the 
rave reviews in the Times did not include the Post's con 
notice, written by a not altogether inexperienced review- 
er...Drury's letter pointed out wide difference of polit- 
ical views of play by critics ranging from JFB, Wall St 
Journal who rated it too liberal to Taubman, Times, who 
thought it too conservative. Novelist concluded note stat- 
ing that someone is a damned fool, and itisn't play- 
wright Loring Mandel or Drury. 


COLUMN TIPS...46th St Theatre may be bought by Jerry 
Lewis, hears Sobol, Journal American... Anna Maria 
Alberghetti invested $75,000 in Carnival,in which she 
will star, reports Wilson, Post... Rosaland Russell to 
return to Broadway in 1961, notes Graham, Mirror . 


ANGELS AS CRITICS... Much of the pain that plagues NY 
theatre production is traceable to the pre-production 
influence exercised by members of the investment 
groups involved, details McClain, Journal American, 
Without any qualifications for expert, constructive crit- 
icism, even the smallest investor very often considers 
himself eminently qualified to impose his views on so 
delicate a thing as a dramatic work, All too often an- 
xious authors and producers desperate for the where- 
withal to bring their script to life, honor these amat- 
uer opinions, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...The stuff of life may be the kiss of 
death, judges art critic Canaday, Times, after viewing a 
fine performance of The Wall that was sparsely attended. 
»« Saddest of ironies would be if delightful Period of Ad- 
justment fails to catch on at the box office, states Watts, 
Post. It would also be overwhelming evidence that peo- 
ple who say they admire the skill of our current top dram- 
atist but deplore his sordid themes, don't really mean it 
»«+Hedda Gabler revival is powerful enough to conjure 
away David Ross' ungainly 4th St Theatre, cheers Atkin- 
son, Times, Floor plan of playhouse with its stage in the 
middle of room would be regarded as anti-theatre by 
any competent architect, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX,..Kilgallen, Journal American, item 
charging Brendan Behan with borrowing without credit 
"I Was Lady Chatterly's Lover" song from Joe E Lewis 
verified by letter from song writer Eli Bass who told 
columnist that Irish playwright phone to admit guilt, pro- 
mised to publicly retract fact he authored song, but has 
so far failed to do so...6 30 PM Moscow performances 
and 11 AM matinees hailed by Times reader who recently 
saw Many Russian productions which lasted past mid - 
night. 


THEATRE BOOK COMMENTS..."'A Pictorial History of the 
American Theatre 1860-1960'(Childton $11. 50) edited by 
Dan Blum rated by Aston, World Telegram& Sun as the 
kind of stuff that sets a genuine theatre fan drooling. 


THEATRE RECORD COMMENTS...Macbeth production of 
British Marlowe Society (London Records) rated as a 
more engrossing and compellin production than the 
Caedman recording with Anthony Quayle and Gwen Fran_ 
con Davies by Kupferberg, Herald Tribune, London re- 
cording with its unnamed cast comes more to life and 
is easier to understand than the disc by the name 
players, Without a text it is often difficult to under- 
stand what latter are saying. 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


The Mousetrap is unusual theatre entertainment that 
remains interesting throughout isnpite of a creaky, old fash- 
ioned mystery script and some vastly uneven acting, Paul 
Morrison's stylish, scrary set is easily the highlight element 
of the production with its four doors constantly in motion , 
John Wynne Evans and Angela Thornton instill much needed 
life and believability into their portrayals, though several 
other cast members coast along on facial appearances rather 
than histronics, But like that crooked wheel, this is the only 
mystery melodrama in town and/or in sight, and if you are 
an addict you must go. 


* * 


Coffee house theatre in Greenwich Village is putting up 
a determined fight to stay alive in the face of combined frontal 
attacks by the NY Fire Dept, NY Police Dept, NY License Dept 
and most recently Actors Equity. With most of the building 
and sanitation codes complied with, the coffee house owners 
are currently in conference seeking major concessions from 
the actors’ union. $15 per week, a hot meal nightly and all 
the coffee they can drink seems to be the top the owners are 
offering Equity members. The standard Off Broadway mini- 
mum of $45 is much too low for present living conditions, and 
a 2/3 cut would seem a mistake and an insult to trained pro- 
fessional actors, 


* 


The 1960 twist to the critic vs actor feud is that NYC 
reviewers are not enthusastic enough in the plays they actually 
do like. The argument goes that in these days of high ticket 
prices and high production costs it is not enough for the critic 
to merely like a play, he must rave to literally push the tickets 
from the rack into the hands of the ticket buyer. If he doesn't 
file such a red-hot notice he might just as well have written a 
con verdict, so goes the theory. The solution seems fairly ob- 
vious and can be completed without the NY reviewers applying 
for apprentice standing in the press agents union. Lower the 
ticket prices! 


* * 


NYC suburban high schools have quietly pioneered a 
method of training tomorrow's theatre fans via a combin- 
ation of elective theatre literature courses and ambitious, 
professional-level high school theatre production programs, 
Scarsdale, NY ,and Great Neck, NY, programs were detail- 
ed at the NY Regional American Educational Theatre Assn 
confab last week at Hunter College. Though not every school 
system has the facilities, money and enterprising teachers 
these two towns do, there are many other dedicated teachers 
fighting to put on fine theatre productions at the high school 
level and fighting to add more theatre courses to the curric- 
ulium, Phoenix Theatre and City Center with their active 
cut-rate student programs are wisely taken advantage of 
the new audiences being developed by such projects, Other 
producers would be wise to join for their own present and 
future profits. 


* = 


Why don't metropolitan papers cover little theatre 
and amatuer activities? Jay Carmody, Washington Star , 
told the National Theatre Conference which met last week 
in NY. He once assigned an assistant to cover a Little 
Theatre Festival which sold tickets at 25c, The expenses 
to send the reporter out of town came to $39, the box - 
office of the Festival took in $21. 


* * 


— 
— 


Dec 5,1960 THEATRE FACT CHART--CRITICAL DIGEST-139 E 47,NYC--EL 5-6894 


Theatre Fact Chart presents up-to-minute data on current business and critical reaction 
on current Broadway and Off Bapadway shows, Top week-end prices and opening dates are 


listed, 


SUBSCRIBERS ONLY may write or phone for any other specific critical data and/or for 
specific details of late NYC reviews and Out of Town tryout reviews. 


"C"-Critical- figures refer to percentage of PRO votes filed by 7 NYC daily newspaper 
reviewers. PRO means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating even- 
ing, not if critic predicted if show would be a commercial hit ( earn back its investment, ) 


"B"- Business- figures refer to percentage of gross ticket sales last week and indicates 
current availability of tickets. Figures that follow, all in thousands of dollars, are gross 
capacity (CAP) and corrected Variety grosses of past week and preceding weeks, Thus- 
0% B- Cap $80--$80 $76 $74- means show was a sellout last week at $80,000, the prev- 


ious week's gross.was $76, 000, etc 


ADVISE & CONSENT 
Cort $7.50 11/17/60 


ALL WAY HOME 
Belasco $7. 50 11/30/60 


BECKET 
St James $7.50 10/5/60 


BEST MAN 
Morosco $7.50 3/31/60 


BYE BYE BIRDIE 
54th St $8.60 4/14/60 


FIORELLO! 
Broadhur st $9. 40 11/23/59 


49th COUSIN 
Ambass $6.90 10/27/60 


GYPSY 
Imperial $9.40 5/21/59 


HOSTAGE 
O Neill $7.50 9/20/60 


INVITATION TO MARCH 
M Box $7. 50 10/29/60 


IRMA LA DOUCE 
Plymouth $8.60 9/28/60 


LA PLUME 
Royale $8.06 11/11/58 


LITTLE MOON ALBAN 
Longacre $7. 50 12/1/60 


MIKE & ELAINE 
Golden $6.90 10/8/60 


MIRACLE WORKER 
Playhouse $7.50 10/19/60 


MUSIC MAN 
Broadway $8.05 12/19/57 


MY FAIR LADY 
Hellinger $8.05 3/15/56 


PERIOD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Hayes$ $7.50 11/10/60 


SOUND OF MUSIC 
Lunt $9.90 11/16/59 


TAKE ME ALONG 
Shubert $9.40 10/22/59 


TASTE OF HONEY 
Lyceum $6.90 10/4/60 


TENDER LOIN 
46th St $8.60 10/17/60 


TENTH MAN 
Booth $7.50 11/5/59 


TOYS IN ATTIC 
Hudson $7. 50 2/25/60 


UNDER YUM YUM 
Miller $7. 50 11/16/60 


UNSINKABLE M BROWN 
W Garden $9.40 1/3/60 


THE WALL 
Rose $7.50 10/11/60 


WEST SIDE STORY 
Alvin $8.05 4/27/60 


138 W 48 
CI 5-4289 


lll W 44 
JU 6-7950 


246 W 44 
LA 4-4664 


235 W 45 
CI 6-6230 


152 W 54 
JU 6-3787 


235 W 44 
CI 6-6699 


215 W 49 
CO 5-1855 


249 W 45 
CO 5-2412 


230 W 49 
CI 6-8870 


239 W 45 
CI 5-9850 


236 W 45 
Cl 6-9156 


242 W 45 
CI 5-5760 


220 w 48 
CI 6-5639 


246 W 45 
CI 6-6740 


137 W 48 
CI 5-6060 


1681 Bway 
CI 7-7992 


235 W 51 
PL 7-7064 


206 W 46 
CI 6-6380 


205 W 46 
JU 6-5555 


225 W 44 
CI 6-5910 


149 W 45 
JU 6-9854 


226 W 46 
CI 6-4271 


222 W 45 
CI 6-5969 


141 W 44 
JU 6-2237 


124 W 43 
BR 9-3970 


1634 Bway 
CI 5-4878 


208 Ww 41 
WI 7-5510 


250W 52 
CI 5-5226 


70% C- 2 Con- Times, Post-4 raves 
95% B- Cap $40--$38 $29 


See Page 2- Digests 


90% C- 4 raves- | Con- Times 
90% B- Cap $59--$51 $57 $56 $54 $56 


100% C- 7 pro- 3 raves 
70% B- Cap $40--$28 $34 $30 $35 $40 


90% C- 1 Con- Times-rest all raves 
90% B- Cap $60-$52 $57 $47 $55 $58 


100% C- 5 raves-Post, WTS milder book 
95% B- Cap $58--$54 $57 $51 $58 $58 


30% C- 2 Pro- Times, News 
65% B- Cap $32--$22 $22 $25 $23 


100% C- 7 pro- J Am milder on book 
80% B- Cap $64--$47 $47 $44 $49 $51 


60% C- 4 Pro- H Trib, Post, Mir, WTS 
50% B- Cap $40--$22 $18 $22 


30% C- 2 Pro- News, J Am 
55% B- Cap $40--$24 $30 $27 


90% C 1 Con- H Trib 
100% B- Cap $49--$49 $49 $49 $49 $49 


100% C- 6 raves- Times milder 
70% B- Cap $45--$31 $27 $28 $35 $37 


See Supplement- Digests 
100% C- 7 pro for 2 person revue 
100% B- Cap $30--$30 $30 $28 $30 $30 


100% C- 5 raves-Times, WTS milder 
95% B- Cap $36--$31 $33 $30 $32 $34 


100% C- 6 raves- H Trib milder 
65% B- Cap $73-$44 $34 $35 $36 $48 


100% C- 7 raves Play-News OK P Char 
65% B- Cap $70--$48 $45 $44 $48 $50 


70% C- 2 Con- Times, WTS 
70% B- Cap $43--$27 $33 


90% C- 1 Con- H Trib- 3 raves 
100% B- Cap $75--$75 $75 $75 $76 $76 


90% C- 1 Con- Mir- 2 raves-News, WTS 
65% B- Cap $64--$40 $32 $35 $31 $40 


80% C- 2 Con- News, Mir 
65% B- Cap $32--$25 $26 $24 $22 $24 


30% C- 2 Pro- News, WTS ( raves ) 
85% B- Cap $64--$54 $62 $55 $62 $61 


100% C- 7 pro-2 raves-Times, News 
55% B- Cap $32--$18 $16 $18 $16 $20 


100% C- 5 raves-Times, J Am milder 
50% B- Cap $40--$19 $21 $21 $20 $24 


40% C- 3 Pro- Times, News, WTS 
65% B- Cap $33--$22 $21 


70% C- 2 Con- News, Mir 
80% B- Cap $68--$56 $63 $56 


40% C- 3 Pro- raves-Times, News, WTS 
50% B- Cap $46--$23 $22 $18 $18 $22 


100% C- 7 pro on return of musical 
60% B- Cap $55- $37 $29 FINAL WEEK 


OFF BROADWAY 


BALCONY 159 Bleecker 3 Pro- Times, Post, WTS 

Circle $4.50 3/3/60 GR 3-4950 3 Con- H Trib, News, J Am 
DANCE OF DEATH 4 St Marks 2 Pro- Times, WTS 

Key $3.60 9/13/60 GR 5-9748 3 Con- H Trib, Post, J Am 
DREAM PLAY 211 E 60 4 Pro- Times,H Trib, Post, WTS 
T East $3.60 11/22/60 TE 2-9220 1 Con- J Am 

DRUMS UNDER WINDOW 38 Comm 5 Pro- 

C Lane $4, 60 10/13/60 CH 2-4289 2 Con- H Trib, News 
GREENWICH VILLAGE USA 1 Sher Sq 5 Pro- 

1 Sher Sq $4.50 9/28/60 UN 9-1334 1 Con- Times- No Mirror review 
FANTASTICKS 181 Sullivan 5 Pro- 

Sullivan $4, 60 5/3/60 OR 4-3838 1 Con- H Trib- No Mirror 
HEDDA GABLER 83 E4 7 Pro- Unanimous raves for 

4th St $4.60 11/9/60 AL 4-4795 Anne Meacham 

KRAPPS LAST TAPE 162-2nd Av 6 Pro- No Mirror 

Cricket $4, 60 1/14/60 OR 4-3960 

LA RONDE 110 E 59 1 Pro- WTS ( rave ) 

T Marquee $3.90 5/9/60 PL 3-2575 5 Con- All Mild- No Mirror 
LEAVE IT TO JANE 99-7thAv S 5 Pro- 

Sher Sq $5 5/25/59 CH 2-9244 2 Con- H Trib, News 

LITTLE MARY SUNSHINE 126-2nd Av 6 Pro- 4 raves- No Mirror 
Orpheum $4.95 11/18/59 OR 4-8140 

MARCUS IN HI GRASS 141 W 13 1 Pro- WTS 

G Mews $4, 50 11/21/60 CH 3-6880 4 Con- Times,H Trib, Post, J Am 
MOUSETR AP 416 W 42 5 Pro- 

Maidman $5.75 11/5/60 BR 9-3970 2 Con- News, WTS 

MY SON &I 66-2nd Av 4 Pro- Times,H Trib, News, Post 
Anderson $4, 60 10/22/60 OR 4-1076 Yiddish-English musical 
PREMISE 154 Bleecker 3 Pro- J Am, WTS, News 
Premise $4.60 11/22/60 LF 3-5020 3 Con- Times, H Trib, Post 
ROSEMARY & ALLIGATORS 16 & Ist 5 Pro- 

York $4, 60 11/14/60 TR 9-4130 1 Con- H Trib- No J, Am 

3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris 3 Pro- Times, H Trib, Post 

De Lys $4.95 9/20/54 WA 4-8782 

LIVING THEATRE 530-6th Av Connection-5 Con-1 Pro-Post 7/5/59 
Living $3.45 CH 2-4569 Theatre Chance-1 Pro-Post 6/22/60 


NYC THEATRE CALENDAR 


Camelot- Majestic 12/3 
Emmanuel- Gate 12/4 
The Miracle- Bway Chapel 12/4 


Ballet Ballads-East 74- 1/4 
Conquering Hero- ANTA 1/5 
Rhinoceros- 1/5 

Donogoo- G Mews 1/Il 

Show Girl- O Neill 1/12 
Love & Death- 1/15 
Catstick- 1/24 

Julia, Jake & Uncle Joe 1/25 
Midgie Purvis- 1/26 


Send Me No Flowers- Atkinson 12/5 
Plough & Stars- Phoenix 12/6 

Love & Libel- Beck 12/7 

When I Was Child- 4lst St 12/8 
Summer Pygmies- Jan Hus 12/12 
Borak- Martinque 12/13 

Critic's Choice- Barrym 12/14 
Wildcat- Alvin- 12/15 

Jungle of Cities- Living 12/16 
Rules of the Game- Gram Arts 12/18 
What a Killing- 12/22 ? 

Do Re Mi- St James 12/26 

Beautiful Dreamer-Mad Av 12/27 
American Dream- 12/27 

Epitaph for G Dillon -Actor Play 12/28 
White Cargo- Players 12/29 


Medium Rare- 2/6 

Faust- C Center 2/7 

Once Was Russian- 2/8 

13 Daughters- 2/9 

Comedie Francaise-C Center 2/21 
Red Roses for Me- G Mews 2/? 


Big Fish, Little Fish 3/12 
Donnybrook 3/17 

Carnival- 4/13 

Carte Blanche-Shubert 5/? 
Richard IIl- C Park 6/19 


"CD PROS & CONS " 


PROS: All current On & Off Bway except following ---- 


CONS: 49th Cousin, Invitation to March, Tenderloin, Sound of Music, Tenth Man 
La Ronde, Marcus in High Grass 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST SER VICE--now 
in its llth year of service to theatre teachers, students, professionals 
--college drama departments, community theatres, college and pub- 
lic libraries--presents each week of the year a concise 15 minute 
summary of all theatre news, comments, reviews, etc- published in 
the past week's 2100 pages of 7 NYC daily newspapers. Plus weekly 
“Outer Broadway Theatre Letter" supplement giving exclusive edit- 


$25 check orial coverage of outstanding College, Community,Summer theatre 
nd productions coast to coast, Also free critical research on specific 
Bill Co, data and/or specific details of late NYC theatre reviews and Out of 


Town tryouts via mail, phone, $25 per year for full service. Back 
volumes available from Oct 1956- $25 per year. "CD" is the per - 
fect theatre gift, 


Organization. City, State, 


— 
— 
— 
— 
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College Theatre 


Toledo University Theatre presented 
Caesar and Cleopatra Dec 1-3,and will pre- 
sent The Circle Mar 9-19 and The King and 
I May ll-20, 


Loeb Drama Center, Harvard Univ. 
will be site of 1961 Cambridge Drama Fest- 
ival, Previous summer seasons were held 
at amphitheatre built on banks of Charles 
River. 


Marquette University, Milwaukee , 
currently presenting Coventry Mystery 
Play adapted by Ludas Coventrice at 
Teatro Maria, 


Community Theatre 


1960 National Theatre Conference at 
Hotel Picadilly, NYC, present annual award 
to Brooks Atkinson for his many years ser- 
vice as NY Times critic and for his direct 
service to NTC projects. He was presented 


with silver bowl and later will be given book 


containing tributes by NTC members, 


Milwaukee Players to present Gigi 
Dec 8-11, directed by Robert Friedel ... 
Encore Theatre, Chicago to present South 
Pacfic Jan 6,directed by Charles Lar- 
gent. 


AETA News 


Second annual conference of NY Reg- 
ional American Educational Theatre Assn 
met at Hunter College, Vera Roberts, Hun- 
ter, elected president, Robert Dierlam , 
Queens College, vice president, and Mel- 
vin White, Brooklyn College, treasurer. 
Next year's all day confab will be held in 
fall at Queens College. 


Shakespeare 


Oregon Shakespearean Festival 
1961 program to include--A Midsummer 
Night's Dream, Hamlet, All's Well That 
Ends Well, Henry IV Part 1. Season to 
run from July 24 - Sept 4. B. Iden Payne 
will rejoin project to stage one of the pro- 
ductions. 


Ford Grants 


Dr. Kenneth Graham, Univ of Minn, 
continues Ford Fund grant in NY studying 
Broadway productions from start to finish. 
He is currently attached to All the Way 

. Home, after observing Becket. 


OUTER BROADWAY 


THEATRE LETTER 


of "Critical Digest"139 E 47, NYC El 5 6894 $25 per year ve full "CD" Service 


Winter Repertory 


Deadly Game with Noel Leslie and 
Dean Norton being presented at Cleveland 
Playhouse... Pencil of God ,a new play by 
Ernest Pascal,to be presented for six 
week tryout at Caramu House, Cleveland , 
staged by Reuben Silver...Song of Norway 
to be presented Dec 20 for four weeks at 
Fred Miller Theatre, Milwaukee... The 
Rivalary with Julie Hayden presented at 
Pasadena Playhouse. 


Theatre Guilt American Repertory 
Company, which will tour Europe start- 
ing Mar 7 at Madrid sponsored by State 
Dept- ANTA, will first try its plays out 
at Royal Poinciana Playhouse, Palm 
Beach , Fla. The Skin of Our Teeth with 
Helen Hayes, June Havoc, Leif Erickson 
Jan 23, The Glass Menagerie Feb 6 and 
The Miracle Worker Feb 20, 


Road Shows 


I'm With You musical with Nat 
King Cole as star and co-producer folded 
in Detroit after pre-Broadway tour which 
started in San Francisco Oct 3l...Gret - 
chen Wyler slated to replace Anne Jeff - 
reys, Destry Rides Again...The Winter's 
Tale dropped from road repertory of Am- 
erican Shakespeare Festival with remain- 
der of tour to be devoted to A Midsummer 
Night's Dream withBert Lahr. Former 
dropped because it was too costly to move. 
..-Hal Holbrook opens five month tour of 
Mark Twain Tonight! Dec 2 in New Haven, 
and then plans to seek regular theatre roles 
for awhile. 


London 


Luther by John Osborne to be pre- 
sented by English Stage Co at Royal Court 
this spring... Look Homeward Angel to be 
directed by Toby Rowland... Bye Bye 
Birdie to be presented by Edward Padula- 
L Slade Brown & HM Tennent, to be fin- 
anced from profits of NY production. 


Paris 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes to star 
Martine Carol,,.Julius Caesar presented 
last week by Comedie Franciase in a new 
adaptation .byYves Bonnefoy, company to 
soon present Brecht's Galileo... The 
Behavior of Mr and Mrs Bredburry a new 
an American wife's selling her husband 
opened. at Theatre des Maturins, 


Calendar- Tryout Openings 


Show Girl- Shubert, New Haven 
12/5 


Calendar- Current Tours 


Andersonville Trial- Shubert- 


At the Drop of Hat- Hartford, 


Los Angeles 


Conquering Hero- Washington 
D.C. 1/48 


Critic's Choice- Shubert, Boston 
11/28 


Destry Rides Again- Curran, San 
Francisco 11/7 


Do Re Mi- Colonial- Boston 


u/28 


Fiorello!- Austin 12/6-7, 


Houston 1278- 10, 


Five Finger Exercise-Royal 
Alexander 5 


Flower Drum Song- Shubert, 
Chicago 8 


Holiday in Japan- O Keefe 12/5 


J.B. - Salt Lake City 12/5-6, 
Moore, Seattle 12/8-10 


Majority of One- Erlanger 
Chicago- 9/2 


Midsummer Night's Dream- 


St Paul 1275-6, Denver 1278-10. 


Music Man- Forum, Wichita 


12/5 


My Fair Lady- Shubert, Phil- 
adel phia 


Once Upon Mattress (Hurok)-Amer- 
ican, St Louis 


Once Upon Mattress (bus) New 
Downtown ) Dallas 12/9 


Pleasure of His Company-Shrine 
Mosque, Peoria 


Raisin in Sun- Shubert, Cincinatti 
12/5 
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PROBLEMS 


CONFAB 


Responsibilities and problems of the drama critic were 
discussed by NYC and Out -of-Town reviewers at all- day pro- 
gram of 1960 National Theatre Conference, Hotel Piccadilly, 
NYC, John Gassner was chairmen, 


First responsibility of the critic is to his audience, and 
his second responsibility is to the playwright, said George 
Freedley, Morning Telegram and curator of NY Public Lib - 
rary Theatre Collection. Though the critic may never met the 
author if his play has anything worth saying, it is important 
that the critic say so to encourage and help him, Freedley also 
noted a tendency of NYC critics to re-evaluate the classics, but 
he believes the critic in considering a classic should evaluate 
the present production and its ability to get across to a modern 
audience, 


Four "E's" for judging current plays were listed by 
Joseph Shipley, New Leader and WEVD. The reviewer should 
determine if the play in question is Entertaining, Enlightening, 
Exhalting and Expressing. Shipley agreed that in judging a 
classic the critic should only consider how well the production 
succeeded, 


The foolish one hour deadline for daily drama critics 
must be eliminated, said Henry Hewes, Saturday Review of 
Literature. Critics often miss endings of plays and cannot 
have real evaluation of acting in such a rush. He also feels 
that critics are victims of programming, the kind of play and 
the order they are forced to see and write about productions. 


Rules for daily drama criticism filed by John B eaufort, 
Christian Science Monitor, include-- thou shalt not be late, 
thou shalt respond, thou shalt be modest, thou shalt respect 
thy public, thou shalt beware of power, thou shalt not sneer, 
thou shalt honor creative talent, and thou shalt crusade for 
thy living theatre, 


The road critic cannot avoid knowing playwrights and 
producers, and often his advice is followed to advantage in 
tryout productions, detailed Jay Carmody, Washington Star, 
As to the argument that daily critics make errors due to 
their need for swiftness, he answered that they have learned 
techniques of making quick judgements as a service to their 
readers, 


Little theatre, specifically in the Cleveland area, is 
the source of future theatre and future audiences, Harlowe 
Hoyt, Cleveland Free Press, outlined. With slight exceptions 
road companies and tryouts of professional productions by- 
pass his city which is serviced by fine productions at Cleve- 
land Playhouse, Karamu House, and the Jewish Center, In 
addition he personally covers many little theatres in his area, 
and has long been a crusader for little theatre. In covering 
such productions he realizes his readers know the calibre of 
the acting in each group, so his review rates how well the dir- 
ector did with the materials on hand. 


Boston cannot develop Off Broadway theatre as long 
as it is a tryout city, explained Elinor Hughes, Boston Herald, 
While it is exciting to see plays at their starting point it is 
very difficult to judge what the finish production will be like. 
Now that many productions stay several weeks in Boston , 
thanks to an active Theatre Guild subscription list, she re- 
turns the final week to write a second Sun story on the way 
the project has changed, 


» LATE NYC 
NEWS & 


REVIEWS 


LATE NYC NEWS: Unless week-end business picked 
up considerably, All the Way Home will have been forced to 
close after its 5th performance, Production had slight ad- 
vance sale and few theatre parties...George C Scott, The Wall, 
injured his fist onstage and has been out all week, Robert Burr 
subbing... NYC Board of Estimate vote 12-10 in stormy session 
to grant $50,000 to NY Shakespeare Festival high school tour- 
ing production of Romeo and Juliet.... Murray Hamilton re - 
placed Lou Antonio, Critic's Choice... Phoenix plans to pre- 
sent new plays for one night readings starting in Feb... Dono- 
goo opening at Greenwich Mews moved from Dec 21 to Jan lL 
++-Shunned a new play by Judith Palestrant to be presented 
Dec 19 at Dickens: Theatre, 20 E 9, by Richard Tobin, Author 
is 1960 graduate of Yale School of Drama... John Bettenbender 
to direct There Is A Play Tonight... Three one act plays 
to be presented Dec 5 and Dec 12 at Cherry Lane by Jim 
Spicer-Lee Paton, First program to include--Hector by 
Robert Heide, Pericles by Kenneth Koch and Marriage 


on the Eiffel Tower by Cocteau . Dino Narizzano and 
Anthan Karras are featured, 
Little Moon of Alban- Longacre -12/l1 4 pro-mild- 


Times, Mirror, Journal American, World Telegram & 
Sun- and 3 con- mild- Herald Tribune, News, Post-filed 
new play by James Costigan based on his own TV play, 
presented by Mildred Freed Alberg, directed by Herman 
Shumlin starring Julie Harris with John Justin, Robert 
Redford, Barbara O'Neil, Eric Christmas, All reviewers 
agreed that Costigan is a fine new writer and that cast 
was excellent, dissenters criticized characterizations, 
staging concepts and believability. Mild affirmative vote 
from Taubman, Times, for Costigan as a writer with a 
natural aptitude for the theatre in a play that speaks for 
his command of technique, even if it does not reveal the 
mature, probing artist for leading roles do not dig véry 
deep. Coleman, Mirror, enjoyed beautiful little play 
with Harris giving a beautiful performance, but feared 
play would have limited appeal to fans of Irish wars . 
Aston, WTS, admired the performances and respected 

the play. McClain, Journal American, thought play came 
close to early disaster with discussions of Irish rebellion, 
but finally settled down to a compassionate and tenderly 
beautiful love story,a play with large and extremely cap- 
able cast in full depth. Negative minority headed by 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, who also admired writing and act- 
ing, but thought the huge theatrical devices set on the 
small play hurt it, Chapman, News, rated it merely a 
placid, talkative drama that sounds more like writing than 
it does theatre, a play which he could not bring himself to 
believe, Watts, Post, agreed also that Harris is giving 
one of her most glowing performances, but found the play 
strangely lacking in emotional and dramatic forcefulness, 
Though it has some touching moments, Post man thought 
it rarely lived up to the promise of its wistfully tragic 
theme, 
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